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	Hazard
	Who might be harmed?
	How can the risk be controlled?
	What further action is needed to control the risk?

	Ground muddy at times and occasionally flooded

	Walkers could slip
	Avoid the route in very wet conditions
Warn walkers of the risk
	Informing walkers at the start of the walk and/or section

	In places brambles can grow partially across the path at foot level

	Walkers could trip
	Warn walkers in advance of the risk
	Walk Leader informing walkers as appropriate

	Balancing pond on the route

	Small children straying from the group
	Warn carers of children not to allow children to stray near the water
	Walk leader to warn parents/carers at start of walk

	Blackwater river nearby

	Small children straying from the group
	Warn carers of children
not to allow children to stray near the water
	Walk leader to warn parents/carers at start of the walk

	Cattle
There are sometimes cattle roaming loose on the Hampshire side of the river. They sometimes bunch together on or near the path. They are unlikely to pose a serious risk.

	Any walker
	Any cattle on the path should be approached with caution. Care should be taken not to frighten the cattle into unpredictable behaviour. Usually when approached, they will move. If this doesn’t happen, and the path is blocked, an alternative route should be sought, either giving the cattle a wide berth, or crossing the river.
	Leaders deal with the situation if it arises

	Walking in woodland –tree roots or debris after high wind can be trip hazards

	Any walker
	Warning if such a hazard is encountered. Lead group on sensible small diversion to avoid if necessary.
	Leader pays particular attention to nervous, badly shod or less stable walkers.

	Walking on unpaved surfaces – can be slippery/muddy

	Any walker
	Designated path is usually wide enough to skirt around slippery hazard. One section has well maintained and easily negotiated paving slabs to act like stepping stones
	Leader can offer a hand or even take a walking pole to aid the timid/less able

	Route passes a large open drain.

	Any walker
	Single file walking at that point. Drain is well maintained and covered by a safety grille
	Leader pays particular attention to nervous, badly shod or less stable walkers.


	Dogs – the route is popular with dog walkers whose dogs are not always well controlled. Dog mess.

	Anyone with a fear of dogs or not paying sufficient attention to avoid dog mess.
	Warning if such a hazard is encountered
	Additional reassurance whilst dog is taken under control by owner

	Crossing roads

	Any walker
	Use pelican crossing to cross Yorktown Road

Cross Wellington Road opposite Snaprails away from the bend

Cross Abingdon Road at point of exit from Snaprails.
	Cross in a group whenever possible

Here there is good visibility and the road is fairly quiet with speed bumps

Here there is good visibility and it is a quiet residential road. 

	The Snaprails and Wildmoor route has several turns/corners and maintaining contact with participants who spread out is less easy than a linear route in open country. People could miss a change of direction and become lost.

	Any walker
	Leader stops to gather folk at points where the route might not be obvious to anyone getting spread out.

Before the walk inform walkers that:

Any person or group who find they are out of sight of other members and are unsure of the route should stop and await the back marker to catch up. On the outrun the main group may arrive first, having begun the return leg of their walk.
	Vigilant leading and back marking and awareness of numbers/personalities on the walk.
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